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Contact:  Don Owen, Executive Director, (540) 687-8441


Land Trust of Virginia Honors Piedmont Landowners 
Rose Marie Bogley, Sandy Lerner, Linda Porter Receive Conservation Awards
The Land Trust of Virginia (LTV), a nationally accredited non-profit land trust that protects open space and natural and historic resources in Virginia, presented three prominent landowners with conservation awards at their annual “Garden Party to Save Virginia’s Countryside” on June 13. Amidst the bucolic setting of historic Buckland Farm in northern Fauquier and Prince William counties, the recipients each received a framed aerial photograph of their property.
Rose Marie Bogley, Bollingbrook, Fauquier County - LTV Landowner of the Year:
Rose Marie Bogley was recognized for her personal commitment to preserving one of Virginia’s most spectacular properties, Bollingbrook, her beautiful 365-acre farm near Upperville in northwestern Fauquier County, which she placed in easement with LTV in December 2009. The easement protects the estate’s extraordinary scenic agricultural open space, historic resources, and other conservation values, and represents another key piece in the effort to protect Upperville, one of Virginia’s most historic villages.   

Bogley’s efforts to preserve and protect Bollingbrook span several decades. According to Audrey Windsor Bergner, author of Plantations and Historic Homes around Middleburg, Virginia, “Single-handedly, Rose Marie Bogley bought and restored Bollingbrook.” After being abandoned for nearly 15 years, Bogley purchased the former plantation in 1985 and restored it once again to a working horse and cattle farm, where she also provides shelter to an assortment of abused and neglected animals. 
A former schoolhouse on the property is now a spacious guest house, and numerous historical buildings have been restored, including an old cannery, stone barn, blacksmith shop, and an in-ground silo (the oldest in Virginia). In addition, an old slave church dating back to the early 1800s is currently being restored to serve as a private chapel.
---more---

Thanks to Bogley’s perseverance, the sweeping landscape and historic setting of Bollingbrook are preserved forever. “I was very surprised and flattered to receive this award,” Bogley said. “I love my countryside home and feel so lucky to wake up here each day,” she said. “It would be sad if all this was ever lost to development, so I pursued the Land Trust easement to ensure that generations to come will be able to enjoy this land as much as I do.”
The LTV Landowner of the Year is presented to the Virginia landowner who, by donating a conservation easement on their property to LTV in the previous year, made the most significant contribution to protecting natural, cultural, and open space values.
Sandy Lerner, Ayrshire Farm, Loudoun County - LTV Steward of the Year: 
Sandy was recognized for her careful, environmentally sensitive stewardship of Ayrshire Farm, her 900-acre property in southwestern Loudoun County. Since placing her property in easement in 2004, Sandy Lerner has been an exemplary steward of the land. Ayrshire—the largest property under easement with LTV—is managed as a sustainable organic farming operation. Lerner raises organic livestock, poultry, and produce, which is then offered for sale through her Home Farm Store in Middleburg, the farm’s online market, and at Hunter’s Head Tavern, her restaurant in Upperville. 
Lerner has constructed extensive fencing to protect the property’s streams and water resources, which flow into Goose Creek and ultimately, into the Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay. In addition, she has carefully protected the property’s significant Civil War heritage. During the Battle of Upperville, fought on June 21, 1863, J.E.B. Stuart’s cavalry swept across the property as they sought to delay the Union army from learning about Confederate troop movements in the Shenandoah Valley.  

In Lerner’s absence, Ayrshire Farm Manager Byron Shelton accepted the award.
 
The LTV Steward of the Year is presented to a Virginia landowner who, by caring for their property, employing best management practices, and complying with the terms and conditions of the easement on their property, exemplifies the concept of an ideal steward of the land.
Linda Porter, Leesburg, Virginia - LTV Conservationist of the Year: 
As one of the founding members of the Land Trust of Virginia, Linda Porter was recognized for her devotion and unflinching determination in creating and nurturing the organization. She has worked tirelessly for more than a decade to promote the Land Trust’s mission, and has been a major force in LTV’s growth from a small volunteer-run organization to a full-fledged, accredited professional land trust that has protected more than 10,000 acres of Virginia’s countryside for the benefit of current and future generations.  
---more---
Since LTV’s inception, Porter has taken a lead role in virtually all aspects of the group’s operations. She served as a member of LTV’s Board of Directors for more than a decade, including terms as president and treasurer of the organization. Porter remains active in several of LTV’s standing committees, including the Easement Committee, Finance Committee, and Nominating Committee. She also continues to serve on LTV’s Chairman’s Advisory Council.  
Porter holds an MS in environmental biology and owns and operates a wholesale tree nursery in Loudoun County. She also practices what she preaches: she and her husband, Winston, placed their 88-acre property in Loudoun County under conservation easement in December 2001.
In accepting her award, Porter commented, “I am very honored and thrilled to receive the award.” She continued, “The commitment to preservation runs deep in Virginia and I am so glad to have been a part of that effort and hopefully to have made a difference.”
The LTV Conservationist of the Year is presented to a citizen, board member, advisory board member, or other volunteer who has made a significant contribution to the land-trust movement in Virginia through their commitment to LTV.
About LTV: The Land Trust of Virginia exists solely to help private citizens in Virginia protect open space lands and natural and historic resources by placing conservation easements on their properties. Over the past 10 years, the LTV has been remarkably successful in its efforts to preserve land, with more than 10,700 acres protected from future development. 
For more information, call 540-687-844 or visit www.landtrustva.org. 

---end---
Photo Captions: 
Photo 1: (LtoR) Linda Porter, LTV President Birge Watkins, LTV Executive Director Don Owen, and LTV Chairman Turner Smith
Photo 2: (LtoR) Ursula Ney, Judge Terry Ney, and Rose Marie Bogley
Please give photo credit to: Amy Troppman
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